Building
friendships, relationships
and social inclusion
through transmon

Policy guidance



e We need to get it right
for young people
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#Em¥ ‘much remains to be done’

people with moderate and severe learning
disablilities still one of the most excluded
groups Iin society;

more than 30% live in residential care homes,
a significant proportion are miles away from
their place of origin and their families;

only 1 in 10 known to social services has
any paid employment;



* people report that they are often the target
of hate crime, and that being lonely is one
of the things they fear the most;
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» A Life Like Any Other?
highlighted extensive failure of "
services and soclety to accord
people their basic rights.




Valuing People Now

Inclusion
= one of the 4 guiding principles

Meaning participation

“In all the aspects of community — to work, learn,
get about, meet people, be part of social
networks and access goods and services”

... and having the support to do so



Citizenship

...contributing to society , i
In whatever way we can.

“Wherever possible, people with learning
disabilities should be supported to work,
pay taxes, vote, do jury duty, have
children, and participate In
community activities or
faith groups”.




Everyone!

People with complex needs

“The vision ... Is the same as for everyone
Inclusion and participation in all areas of
community life”

People from BME communities
“...improve knowledge and understanding
about the wishes and needs of people and their
families from different cultures and ethnic
communities, and so offer more appropriate
support ”



Demographics are important.

Transition planning means deliberately
thinking about ...

e communities,
not just community!

* how to support young people with complex
health conditions, behavioural challenges,
etc to achieve friendships, relationships
and social inclusion.



How?

@ﬁgﬂ %

R
Plus m

e opportunities and options ‘

e ‘reasonable adjustments’
« funded support, and

* building natural supports
e ‘co-production’

Person-centred transition planning




Through...

Housing — choosing where to live and who
with.

Work — as a place to develop friendships
and a sense of community.

Learning — inclusion focused
Leisure and fun




Think local!

“A key element of delivery will be the
development of capacity and capability at local
levels to design and commission the support
services that people need to enable them to live
iIndependently and close to their families and
friends.”

Mansell 2007

“The continued use of residential special schools
away from people’s homes needs to be re-
examined”



Think family!

Family involvement in transition planning, not
forgetting Dads, siblings and extended family!

Information

Family leadership

Family capacity

Family carers - need for support in own right

DPs and PBs



Carers at the heart of 21st century
families and communities (2008)

By 2018:

» carers will be respected as expert care
partners and will have access to the
Integrated and personalised services they
need to support them in their caring role;

o carers will be able to have a life of their
own alongside their caring role;



Relationships

Deliberate action ...to build and sustain.

Not forgetting —

e Loving Partners
e Parenting
e Safeguarding



Young people ‘in care’

The LA must ascertain the wishes and feelings
of Important people in the young person’s life,
Including —

* parents
*anyone else with parental responsibility

*anyone else whose wishes and feelings
the LA consider to be relevant.

Importance of young person building a
relationship with their ‘lead professional’ and
their Independent Reviewing Officer



« when making decisions concerning a
young person a LA “shall give due
consideration...to the child’s religious

persuasion, racial origin and cultural and
linguistic background”.



Key messages from policy

the right to the same life chances as any other young
person

those rights are protected in law
key routes to inclusion —

work,
housing,
local options,
an individualised approach,
the right support,
choice and control

all means all



